
1st Disley Scout Group - Introductory information
Welcome to 1st Disley Scout Group!  This information sheet gives a brief explanation of who we are and what we do.  Please take a few minutes to read it.  If you have any more questions, please feel free to contact any of the people listed on this sheet.

What is Scouting?

Scouting is the largest uniformed youth organisation in the world, with over 20 million members in over 200 countries.  Its aim is to help young people develop as responsible citizens through an enjoyable training scheme.  Scouting is open to anyone who is prepared to make the Scout Promise appropriate to his or her age.  The activities vary according to the age of participants but typically involve outdoor activities, teamwork and leadership.

What is 1st Disley Scout Group?
1st Disley is the local Scout Group (one of about 10,000 in the UK).  It consists of three sections - Beaver Scouts (for 6 to 8 year olds), Cub Scouts (8 to 10.5), Scouts (10.5 to 14), together with an affiliated Explorer Scout section (14 to 18).  There is some flexibility in the age to move between sections to suit individual circumstances.  All sections are open to members of either sex.  Each section meets separately, although some activities are arranged for more than one section or for the whole Group.  Each Scout Group can be identified by the colours of its neckerchief – ours is orange with a red border.  We also have a Group website where you can find out more – www.disleyscouts.org.uk
Who’s Who in the Group?

Your first port of call with any questions should usually be the Section Leader of your child’s section.  The current section leaders are:

Beavers – Andy Farris

Telephone – 01663 765540
e-mail – alimc26@talktalk.net
Cubs – Bob Wellings

Telephone – 01663 763047
e-mail – r_wellings@hotmail.com
Scouts – Carl Mitchell

Telephone – 01663 762610
e-mail – carlmitchell@hotmail.co.uk
Explorers – Mark Pattison
Telephone – 01663 765254
e-mail – pattisonfamily@btinternet.com

The Group also has a Group Scout Leader, who oversees all sections within the Group.  The Group Scout Leader is Grant Mitchell (telephone 01625 575330 or e-mail grjm100@msn.com).  If you have a question that the section leader can’t answer, or a question about the Group as a whole, please contact the Group Scout Leader.

The Group also has an Executive Committee, made up of leaders, parents and other supporters.  The Committee controls the finances of the Group and is responsible for the maintenance of the Headquarters building.  The Committee can be contacted through the Group Chairman, Robin Holgate, by telephone on 01663 763482 or e-mail at Vivienne.Holgate@btinternet.com
The 1st Disley Group, together with others in the local area, forms part of Goyt District.  The District Commissioner is responsible for overseeing Scouting in the whole District.  The District Commissioner is the appropriate person to contact if you should ever have a concern that cannot be dealt with within the Group.  The District Commissioner is Mrs Viv Tipler; her telephone number is 0161 430 6046.

Where do I fit in as a parent?
All parents are part of the Group Scout Council.  This body exists to support the provision of Scouting within the Group.  It holds an Annual General Meeting each year, usually in September, and elects the Group Executive Committee.

We do feel that it is important, particularly for younger children, for parents to support their Scouting.  Some sections may ask parents to help out with sectional meetings, perhaps once a term.  There are many ways in which you can support your child, ranging from showing an interest in his or her Scouting activities or progress with badgework to helping out with transport, fundraising or hut maintenance.  If you have a particular hobby or interest that you would be prepared to share with the young people then please let us know.  For those who feel able to commit more time, we can always use more regular helpers or leaders, and we are always on the lookout for new committee members.

We know that many parents are very busy people and can’t afford a regular commitment.  There are however many ways in which you can provide useful help to the Group without taking up too much time.  Please consider what you are able to do.  Scouts can be fun for parents too!  Please remember that Scouting is entirely dependent on volunteers both to run activities and to raise funds.


